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South Carolina continues 
its preparations for a rare 
second shot against the 
Auburn Tigers.
See page 7
SoundCheck and other 
USC a cappella groups 
te a m e d  u p  Tu e s d ay 
night to put on a concert 
and toy drive benefiting 




























Check out online footage 
of SoundCheck’s mashup 
of Ben E. King’s “Stand By 
Me” and Sean Kingston’s 
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“Produc t ion  of  ‘ T he  Rea l 
Adventures of Winnie the Pooh’ is 
off to a rocky start in the Hundred 
Acre Wood. 
‘We’ve been fi lming for less than a 
month, and we’ve already lost three 
different Christopher Robins to bear 
attacks,’ explains director Quentin 
Tarantino.” 
So begins Leigh Eleazer’s article 
“Live Action Movie of ‘Winnie 
the Pooh’ Proving Diff icult to 
Film,” which appeared in the Nov. 
18  edit ion of News From Last 
Thursday. It’s the second print 
edition of USC’s student-run parody 
news organization, made possible by 
a $600 contribution from Student 
Government’s New Initiative Fund 
to begin putting NFLT’s comedy in 
students’ hands. 
Student Body Treasurer and 
fourth-year economics student Peter 
Schaeffi ng said SG created a $2,500 
fund this year for new projects. It 
also granted $1,250 for Carolina 
Service Council to take its spring 
break abroad and $600 for a Native 
American powwow held last week 
on Greene Street. Two applications 
were denied, Schaeffi ng said.
“The point of the NIF is to 
fund new ideas and new programs 
at the University that will have 
a  subs t a nt i a l  i mpac t  on  t he 
community,” Schaeffi ng said. 
He  wa s  on  t he  s i x-per son 
committee  that granted NFLT the 
$600. He called the organization 
a “quality group of people” and 
cited its “well-written pieces” for 
convincing the committee.
Max Lasser, editor-in-chief of 
NFLT, noted a positive reaction to 
the expansion. 
“Our f irst print edit ion, we 
just handed them out on Greene 
Street. We started at 10 [a.m.], and 
all copies were gone by 10:50,” 
Lasser said, but he also noted there 
were “bewildered” looks on a few 
students’ faces. 
Lasser also said copies of the 
second edition, which were instead 
distributed to campus hot spots, 
disappeared quickly. The second-
year pol it ica l sc ience student 
founded the organization with his 
circle of friends and then extended 
the invitation to others whom he 
thought could be funny.
Amy Soukup, now the head writer 
and print layout designer for NFLT, 
was one such person. 
“Max came up to me in political 
science class, and there was a ‘my 
political d*** is bigger than yours’ 
competition going on, and I guess 
he saw I wasn’t doing that,” Soukop 
said. “He came up to me and said, 
‘I want to start a parody newspaper. 
You seem funny — are you up for 
that?’”
Soukup was willing to participate, 
and now her name appears among 
about 20 on the website’s staff 
listing, although the actual number 
is unclear. Lasser’s and Soukup’s 
names appear intermixed with 
those of Denzel Washington, 
The Mannequin We Stole From 
Banana Republic and the entire U.S. 
men’s Olympic curling team, all of 
which aren’t found in USC’s offi cial 
directory as students.
Lasser said that he is “always 
looking for new people” to welcome 
to what is, according to the website, 
“The University of South Carolina’s 
Preeminent Quasi-Daily News 
Explosion.” NFLT has seen a large 
amount of student interest, Lasser 
said, and that more than 50 students 
have come and gone. As to the high 
turnover rate, Lasser said, “We have 
really high-quality candidates and 
really high work ethic.” 
Black smoke blanketed downtown Columbia 
Tuesday afternoon as the South Carolina State 
Farmers Market caught fi re for the second time in 
less than two months.
“Around 3:30 we got a call about a construction fi re 
here at the old Farmers Market,” said Columbia Fire 
Chief Aubrey Jenkins . “This is the second time that 
this particular building has come in within the last 
month or so, only this time it’s on the opposite end of 
the building.”
Firefi ghters had contained the fi re to one area late 
Tuesday, and it was not in danger of spreading. Jenkins 
said that he was not allowing any fi refi ghters to go 
inside the building and only do exterior fi refi ghting 
because it is set to be demolished at some point in the 
future.
“Any time a building is scheduled to be demoed, 
we don’t let anybody inside.” Jenkins said. “We have 
had some roofs collapse on the inside of buildings and 
some walls collapse, so we just want to make sure that 
all of our fi refi ghters go home safe.”
No one was supposed to be inside the building 
today, and the cause of the fire was still unknown 
Tuesday evening.
“There is a construction fence around the building, 
so no one should have been inside,” Jenkins said. 
“We have not had the opportunity to get inside the 
building, so we’re not sure if anybody is inside or 
not. However, once it is safe for the fi refi ghters to go 
inside, we will send a team in to check.”
There was low-lying smoke drifting toward the 
city, but Jenkins was urging people not to panic. 
The air marshal was called to make sure that the 
air quality was OK, and a statement from the South 
Carolina Department of Health and Environmental 
Control said the area was under watch.
The building should have been empty, so only the 
building materials and some Styrofoam should have 
been inside to burn, Jenkins said. The last fi re has 
been classifi ed as an accident and was determined to 
have started when workers were cutting through an 
undetermined material. 
A “Furniture Showdown” held 
in the Capstone Campus Room 
on Tuesday and Wednesday will 
help determine what Patterson 
Hall looks like when it reopens in 
August 2011. 
Upon entering the Campus 
Room, students and faculty are 
handed a survey to help make 
the future decisions for the all-
girls’ dormitory. The survey, 
which takes about six minutes to 
complete, consists of fi ve sections 
where students can rank the 
different furniture and decide 
which they prefer the most. The 
furniture was chosen by A na 
Lasich , USC Housing’s interior 
designer. The pieces line the walls 
of the Campus Room and are 
available for students to vote on 
until tonight at 7 p.m. 
“I l ike that innovat ive and 
stylish options are available to 
choose from,” said Emily Cooper , 
a fi rst-year business student . “It’s 
a cool idea that they are allowing 
us to have a say in the future of 
the dorm.”
The surveys will be analyzed by 
the director of Student Housing as 
well as the architect of Patterson 
to f inalize the decisions. The 
vendors will have one last chance 
to speak to the housing team about 
the construction and durability of 
their pieces in a presentation that 
will be held after the showdown 
is over, Lasich said. After both 
the presentations and surveys are 
considered, the final purchasing 
decision will be made in February 
2011. 
When entering the Campus 
Room, students and faculty start a 
clockwise tour of the six bedroom 
options, study room setups and 
multiple lounge chairs. Testing 
out the seating is encouraged by 
the housing team, since comfort 
is a main factor in the decision. 
Although the vendors are told not 
to reveal their company names so 
the survey can remain unbiased, 
they stand by their pieces in order 
to answer any questions that arise 
while students rank the items. 
One bedroom option has the 
ability to change in 27 different 
ways, according to one of the eight 
vendors at the furniture showcase. 
The integrated units are all made 
of solid plywood, which allows the 
pieces to be very durable. A lofted 
bed made of steel has the option to 
be painted different colors, and the 
modern design of the desk beneath 
it gives students a fresh new look, 
said another vendor. Many of the 
vendors chose to focus on the 
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The Columbia Fire Department tries to extinguish the 
second fi re in recent months at the old Farmers Market.
Market up in smoke again
Columbia building scheduled 
to be demolished catches fi re
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Comments on this story? 
E-mail gamecocknews@sc.edu
NFLT ● 2
Students asked to vote 
for favorite Patterson decor
Sara Leary
STAFF WRITER
On furniture, USC says you choose
DECOR ● 2
Dalton Lambert / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Students are encouraged to test out the various room layouts on display 
in the Capstone Campus Room before voting on their favorite furniture.
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www.sa.sc.edu/shs (803)777-4890
Transfer any prescription you normally pick up at an 
off-campus pharmacy (in any state!) to the campus 
pharmacy this semester and you will be entered in a 
drawing for a 
SanDisk Sansa 8GB MP3 
player
YOU COULD WIN!!
*One winner will be 
selected each month, 
August through 
December. 
Transfer a prescription 
MANIFEST COLUMBIA  
© 2010 Trans World Entertainment. We reserve the right to limit quantities. 
 Not responsible for typographical errors. Void where prohibited by law. T1010-76 NF
SELECTION
OF NEW & USED CDS & DVDS 
IN COLUMBIA
NEED CASH? 
WE BUY & SELL USED CDS, DVDS & GAMES
Valid until 12/15/10. Must present coupon. One transaction per visit, not to include video game hardware, 
electronics, sale items, CD singles, gift  cards/coins, iPods, phone cards, tickets, or special orders. Not 
valid with any other offer or on prior purchases.  NEW REGISTER INSTRUCTIONS: 1. Scan Priced item 2. 
Press F3 - Modify Price menu 3. Press F2 - Item % Discount 4. Highlight TWEC Coupon %. Enter discount 
amount 10. Enter Coupon Code: DG40.
30% OFF
ANY ONE USED ITEM COLUMBIA 
Soukup said NFLT is looking for people 
with great senses of humor. She said that all 
people are funny, but only some in a “ha-ha” 
way.
“I think most college students are smart 
enough to know if they’re not funny. 
Comedy is something very subjective, but 
when you hit it, you know,” Soukup said. 
However, she maintains that “you can 
train people to be funny. If you have 
someone who’s willing to take advice and 
constructive criticism well, then they can 
get funny and it’s really neat.”
Lasser expressed a similar interest in 
furthering students’ comedic aspirations.
“What I would love for NFLT is for it 
to become an outlet for a bunch of people 
producing really good stuff,” he said. 
When asked about his ambitions, Lasser 
said he would like NFLT to remain a USC 
organization, stating, “I don’t want to see it 
privatized.” He did, however, say, “I would 
like NFLT to become as entrenched as 
Garnet & Black [Magazine] — one of my 
goals is to become part of Student Media.”
“But,” Lasser said, “I don’t want to make 
any predictions on that front.”
Schaeffi ng stated that the New Initiative 
Fund committee’s “hope was that if [NFLT] 
became popular, Student Media would 
consider adding them or making them part 
of The [Daily] Gamecock or creating a 
weekly thing.”
Most students interviewed about NFLT 
said they had never heard of it, but when 
given an article to read, they found it 
entertaining.
“Super funny. That was worth the 
read,” said first-year criminology student 
De’earnte Adams after reading Lasser’s 
“‘Call of Duty’ Killer’s Latest Massacre 
Worth Almost 1400 Points,” a parody 
article about a recently released video game. 
“The fact that they were talking about the 
most famous game out right now makes it 
better,” he said.
First-year visual communications student 
Nicole Cullins said, “I’m kind of confused 
about what it is. All I heard about it was the 
name.” After reading an article, she was still 
in the dark.
But first-year marine science student 
Rachel Hartman said she got the joke and 
that her high school had a similar newspaper. 
“It’ll probably liven up campus a little,” 
she said.
When asked if she saw a student response, 
Soukup said it was hard to tell because 
nobody really comments.
“We get spammed, but I guess that links 
us. Hopefully, every time they search for 
‘enlarged penis,’ they’ll fi nd us.” 
Comments on this story? 
E-mail gamecocknews@sc.edu
NFLT ● Continued from 1
strength of their furniture 
w h e n  s t u d e n t s  a s k e d 
them questions, which is 
important for dorm room 
pieces that will be reused 
many times. 
“ T h e  i d e a  o f 
sustainability is also really 
apparent in many of the 
de s ig ns ,”  La s ich  sa id . 
“These  compa n ies  a re 
focusing on going green 
with their furniture, which 
i s  a l low i ng us  to  t a ke 
init iat ive in helping the 
environment.”
The renovated Patterson 
w i l l  f e a t u r e  mu l t ip le 
residential rooms, lounges, 
study rooms and even U101 
classrooms on some of 
the fl oors. The residential 
f urn iture opt ions were 
selected f irst ,  then the 
design team looked for 
pieces to fill the lounges 
and study rooms. 
“If we found something 
that we thought students 
would really benefit from 
that was more expensive, we 
would evaluate the cost of 
the other items to be able to 
include the specifi c piece,” 
Lasich said. 
T h e  n e w  f u r n i t u r e 
choices don’t compare to 
the old Pat terson ways 
of pla in wood and dul l 
colors .  A br ight g reen 
chair,  modern pat terns 
and multifunctional pieces 
are just some of the items 
featured in the “Furniture 
Showdown.”
“Since we already live in 
dorms,” Cooper said, “it 
is pretty cool to be able to 
compare this furniture to 
our current furniture. This 
whole process is just a great 
idea.” 
Comments on this story? 
E-mail gamecocknews@sc.edu
DECOR ● Continued from 1
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Student Government is throwing students’ money away 
yet again. Through its $2,500 New Initiative Fund, SG 
has allocated $600 to a Native American powwow, $1,250 
for Carolina Service Council to go on spring break and 
now $600 for a student parody news organization named 
News From Last Thursday to produce a print edition . 
The New Initiative Fund is true to its name. If you 
have an initiative and it’s new, SG will fund it for you. To 
SG, novelty seems to be more important than value. Why 
else would it scrap a worthy program like the Farmers 
Market and start a slush fund like the NIF?
Out of only six applications for funding, SG rejected 
two . If it approved $600 for a Native American powwow, 
one has to wonder what was too ridiculously unworth 
the money for it to be 
denied funding. Was the 
Backgammon Club denied 
its spring break funding?
Contrary to the NIF’s 
purpose, these expensive 
initiatives hardly benefit 
the Carolina community. 
At most, a small minority of students were exposed to 
these initiatives. The fi rst two print editions of NFLT 
weren’t suffi ciently advertised, and most students never 
grabbed one. And we’re sure far less than 28,000 students 
attended the Service Council spring break.
Furthermore, it’s questionable if some of these 
initiatives should even receive more publicity. The Nov. 
18 edition of NFLT featured uncredited photographs and 
a story titled “No Nerd Policy Keeping Schools Safe” that 
parodied public education’s response to school shootings. 
According to Student Body Treasurer Peter Schaeffi ng , 
to receive funding NFLT promised to not include overly 
offensive humor. We think school shooting parodies fall 
into that category.  
Especially in our budget crisis, SG shouldn’t be 
spending money just because it can. It’s fine to fund 
creative new initiatives, but they should benefit more 
students, be conducted in a way that won’t offend others 
and not come at the expense of more valuable programs.  
There’s no denying that, for the last few 
months, it has been hard to be a Muslim 
American. This autumn, we’ve all had to realize 
a troubling fact: Most of us still watch our 
Muslim neighbors with a quiet scrutiny. We 
may not want to admit it, but it still exists. 
If there are still doubts, look to the past few 
months of media coverage. Whether it’s Time 
magazine’s “Islamophobia” or “International 
Burn a Quran Day,” there’s no question that a 
certain stigmatizing fear has grown deep roots 
for the past nine years. What will be the fruit of 
that fear? I cannot say.
We have seen that fear again with Park51 , 
the group at the center of the ground zero 
mosque controversy. But now there is more to 
the story. The group has applied for a $5 million 
federal grant through the Lower Manhattan 
Development Corporation . This money is 
allotted for the regrowth of Lower Manhattan, 
paying special attention to the effects of Sept. 
11. For Park51 opponents, this has stoked the 
fi res, and it might not be too hard to see why. 
Public money used by a group whose religion (in 
opponents’ eyes) caused so much 
destruction in the f irst place 
— yes, that is a tough sale. But 
perhaps there is an even tougher 
sale: fi nding any reason to deny it 
to them.
Park51’s center is a massive 
pro jec t .  I t  i nc lude s  p l a n s 
for domest ic and educat ion 
services, interfaith outreach 
and community development. I 
cannot comment on the worth 
of the other grant applicants, but I don’t think 
there’s any reason why Park51 can’t sit at the 
government table like everyone else. This 
project has a serious aim and a real potential to 
improve an area to which it feels connected.
By being so close to ground zero, is this 
center some plot to prove Islam’s “victory” 
in America? That would be a no. All obvious 
arguments aside — e.g. Sept. 11 was carried out 
by extremists and madmen — federal money 
comes with its own price tag these days. Faith-
based groups, if receiving government money, 
have to completely separate their religious 
activities from their social development projects. 
Well, almost completely. The groups themselves 
can maintain religious symbols, charters and 
religiously appointed board members. I suspect 
this measure was taken to protect the integrity 
of Christian groups. If anything, opponents 
should be looking at the special conditions 
faith-based groups have in this country when 
it comes to money, whether they are Muslim, 
Christian or otherwise. That might be a more 
worthwhile topic.
This grant application is not a slap in the face 
for anyone. It might be a real chance to offer 
new life to an area that holds so much pain for 
so many. Giving that pain the name “Islam” 
is judgmental and helps no one. The fruit of 
our fear may be that, in nine years, we have 
succeeded in one thing: letting it stop us from 
moving on.
A world state.
What’s the first thing that jumped 
to your mind, provided the Ministry 
of Truth hasn’t yet implanted thought 
suppressors on your cerebrum? For most, 
it was probably something negative pulled 
from “Brave New World.” But what about 
“Imagine?”
“Imagine there’s no countries; it isn’t 
hard to do.” Well, it kind of is, John 
Lennon. Political states have been with 
us since the dawn of civilization — in 
fact, they are often considered a defi ning 
factor of civilization . The disappearance 
of what realists would dub the “anarchical 
system,” in which states compete for 
economic and military supremacy, would 
be a pivotal shift in human history. 
The creation of a world state would 
herald such a change. Sure, countries 
wouldn’t really disappear but rather 
coalesce into a single entity. 
But the product would be 
vastly different than the 
sum of its parts.
With no external forces 
t o  w a g e  w a r  a g a i n s t 
— cou nt i ng  out  a l ien 
invasions  — the military 
would become synonymous 
with the police force and 
necessar i ly shr ink .  No 
more aircraft carriers or 
nuclear weapons; neither are 
necessary to discipline a country’s own 
citizenry. World peace — now there’s a 
selling point. 
Speaking of selling, imagine a unifi ed 
international market. There would be a 
single currency, no exchange rates and 
no tariffs — just a private sphere that 
extends across the entire globe. Sounds 
like the American Dream, minus the word 
American. And therein lies the problem.
The world that a Republic of Earth 
would offer would fulf ill everything 
our founders wanted economically: a 
free world market void of annoying 
diplomacy. But that whole aversion to 
the entanglement-with-Europe thing, 
much less the rest of the world, sours the 
deal. We’ve always wanted to trade with 
the rest of the world; we just don’t like it 
telling us what to do.
But perhaps the world’s advice would 
be a good thing. Realists within the State 
Department would be up in arms about 
submitting America’s ability to wage war 
to the “pacifist” voters inhabiting the 
globe. But perhaps a check on American 
aggression, or the aggression of any 
country, would be a good thing. 
Despite its disapproval, the U.N. wasn’t 
able to stop us from starting the Iraq War 
due to its limited authority. But if it were 
a formal state, our tanks’ treads would be 
stuck in ... whatever can keep tank treads 
still. Opposing the invasion of Iraq was 
one argument the world got right.
Despite what America’s objections 
would be — whether political, military 
or bl indly patriot ic — to joining a 
hypothetical world state, it must begin 
to consider the proposal. The world 
imagined by Lennon and feared by 
dystopian authors is already starting to 
emerge. 
The European Union, with its unifi ed 
market and currency, is already considered 
by some political scientists to be a singular 
state. The only reason it doesn’t have a 
unified military is because NATO was 
considered sufficient. If considered a 
single state, it has the largest economy and 
second largest population in the world. 
Yes, bigger than ours. Other political 
unions, such as the African Union and the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 
are beginning to emulate their European 
counterpart. 
This is a good thing. The notion that 
the larger the government to greater the 
corruption only applies to authoritarian 
systems. Within a fair democracy the 
government either grows in ratio to its 
electorate or slower. 
Think about it. As countries combine in 
a world state, certain positions disappear: 
secretaries of state, prime ministers, heads 
of state, etc. The new positions - secretary 
of Earth, prime minister of Earth, 
president of Earth - become decided by 
an even larger body of voters. In a world 
democracy, voters aren’t subjected to the 
whims of any executive they didn’t have 
a chance to vote for. A unifi ed electorate 
would not suffer from the shortcomings 
of a fragmented system - every vote would 
be a worldwide consensus. 
If you can’t beat ’em, join ’em, America, 
so how about joining the EU? We can’t 
beat it; while we add more businesses to 
our economy, it adds entire countries. 
It’s t ime to join this transnationalist 
movement. I’d say we should rename the 
Euro, but the Eartho just doesn’t have the 
same ring.  
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  Editor-in-Chief
New Initiative Fund 
squanders money 
Lower Manhattan could use benefi ts 




America should join world state
Republic of Earth would offer peace, 
unifi ed market, universal electorate
“If you have an initiative 
and it’s new, SG will 









If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us 
know about it. E-mail gamecockopinions@sc.edu and we will print 
the correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion 
in the University of South Carol ina 
community. All published authors are 
expected to provide logical arguments to 
back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers three 
methods of expression: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and feedback on 
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
co lumns. Columnists shou ld keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name and 
position. Guest columns are limited to 
three per author per semester. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length and 
clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must conform 
to the legal standards of USC Student 
Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the 
editorially independent student 
newspaper of the University of 
South Carolina. It is published 
daily during the fall and spring 
semesters and nine times during 
the summer with the exception 
of university holidays and exam 
periods. Opinions expressed in 
The Daily Gamecock are those 
of the editors or author and not 
those of the University of South 
Carolina. 
Th e Board of Student 
Publications and 
Communications is the publisher 
of The Daily Gamecock. Th e 
Department of Student Media 
is the newspaper’s parent 
organization. The Daily 
Gamecock is supported in part 
by student-activity fees. One 
free copy per reader. Additional 
copies may be purchased for $1 
each from the Department of 
Student Media.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Offi ces located on the third fl oor 
of the Russell House
Editor: gamecockeditor@sc.edu
News:   gamecocknews@sc.edu
Viewpoints: gamecockopinions@sc.edu
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T h e  e x p o s u r e  t o 
differing viewpoints is 
an aspect of being at a 
university that I value. 
However,  I  feel  t hat 
in t he opin ion piece 
“Congress should vote for 
benefi ts” (in the Nov. 29 
edition, by Alice Chang), 
some information was 
misrepresented. 
The idea that “less 
money spent would mean 
less money for businesses, 
w h i c h  w o u l d  m e a n 
fewer jobs” is inaccurate. 
Unemployment benefits 
are not filtered through 
businesses and do not 
create jobs. If anything, 
using funds to encourage 
bus i nes se s  to  c reate 
jobs would be a more 
e f fec t ive  a nd d i rec t 
means of reducing the 
u nemploy ment  r ate . 
“Federal unemployment 
benef its do not come 
close to being a substitute 
for employment” because 
that is not the purpose of 
unemployment benefits. 
The opportunity cost of 
unemployment should be 
high. If one forgoes a job 
— assuming it’s a matter 
of  choice — but t he 
benefi ts of unemployment 
are equivalent to holding 
a job, then one has no 
incent ive to change. 
I n  such a  s it uat ion , 
t h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t 
nonworker s  s ap  t he 
system, dismissed by the 
columnist, would become 
a reality.
Federal funding did 
not directly pull America 
out of the last depression. 
I n  f a c t ,  t h e  G r e a t 
Depression was a double-
dip depression even after 
a round of heavy stimulus 
spending and the creation 
of temporary government 
j ob s .  T he  e c o no m y 
did not show signs of 
recovery unt i l World 
War II, which saw many 
unemployed deployed 
to the f ront l ines — 
effect ively employing 
hundreds of thousands in 
the U.S. and abroad.
The financial worries 
of Congress members 
a r e  no t  e x c l u s i v e l y 
“ t he i r s .”  T he s e  a re 
a l so  ou r  wor r ie s ,  a s 
taxpayers of this and 
the next generation will 
be saddled with today’s 
g o v e r n m e n t  d e b t . 
The Economic Policy 
Institute’s estimated cost 
of this extension — after 
the expected tax revenue 
o f  u n e m p l o y m e n t -
supported jobs — is $25.9 
bil l ion . Furthermore, 
these unemployment-




and international studies 
major 
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“I’d rather die enormous 
than live dormant.”
— Jay-Z
USC men’s a cappella group SoundCheck got into 
the holiday spirit Tuesday night, performing its benefi t 
concert “Stocking Stuffers” for over 200 students in the 
Gambrell auditorium. 
The bi-annual performance doubled as a toy drive for 
Palmetto Health Children’s Hospital and brought all 
the a cappella groups on campus together to support the 
cause.
Members of service sorority Omega Phi Alpha 
collected children’s toys at the auditorium doors, 
handing out one raff le ticket for every toy donated. 
The SoundCheck group will personally deliver all of 
the donated items during its performance at Palmetto 
Health on Dec. 2. 
The winner of the toy drive raffl e, announced during 
a dramatic intermission drawing, won a free concert, 
anytime, anywhere, from SoundCheck. Although this 
is its fi rst year partnering up with Palmetto Health, the 
group hopes to continue with an annual benefi t concert.
“We were just bra instorming ideas w ith the 
new officers at the end of last semester. This came 
up; everyone loved it, so we just followed through,” 
SoundCheck President and third-year marketing and 
management student Mike Beck said. “This is the fi rst 
time, but we hope to make it an annual thing, depending 
on how it goes.” 
Co-ed a cappella group PolyVox, new to USC this 
semester, opened the night with Jason Mraz’s “I’m 
Yours,” followed by a crowd-pleasing performance of 
Travie McCoy’s “Billionaire” by The Cocktails. 
“I think what they’re doing is a really great thing 
because they’re incorporating music with the spirit of 
Christmas, giving gifts to the children,” second-year 
elementary education student Emily Porterfi eld said of 
the evening.
Dressed in black dress pants and white button-downs, 
SoundCheck kicked off its 10-song set with Tom Petty’s 
“Free Fallin’,” featuring a standout solo from fi rst-year 
French student Reilly O’Hara . Quickly winning over the 
audience with their humorous choreography and charm, 
the guys moved right into a mashup of Ben E. King’s 
“Stand By Me” and Sean Kingston’s “Beautiful Girls.” 
“We feed off the audience,” Beck said. “We see people 
we know out in the audience, and it gets us going. 
Especially when you see them smile or something, it just 
pumps you up.”
The guys belted out Bill Withers’ “Ain’t No Sunshine,” 
closing out the song with a powerful solo from the self-
proclaimed “resident soul singer,” third-year journalism 
student Rico Mcclanahan . SoundCheck had the whole 
audience at “hello,” and each member offered his 
charisma to the night’s infectious mood.
Second-year computer science student Fed Anderson , 
SoundCheck’s beatboxer, broke it down with a 
quick freestyle, transitioning into a holiday-spirited 
performance of the Christmas classic “O Holy Night.” 
They kept with the seasonal beats with a more intimate, 
front-of-the-stage, fi ve-man croon of “I’m Dreaming of 
a White Christmas. ”
Following what came off as an intense heart-to-
heart despite the 200 person audience, second-year 
international business student Alex Pham  led the group 
in a more serious, soulful performance of The Script’s 
“Man Who Can’t Be Moved.” 
The winning moment of the night, however, came 
with third-year international business student Kevin 
Maas’  impersonation and performance of the YouTube 
sensation Antoine Dodson’s “Hide Yo Kids, Hide Yo 
Wife,”  rant, complete with red bandana and chain.
SoundCheck found many new fans with its mix of 
classics, Top 40 hits and favorite carols, and at the same 
time offered a helping hand to the community with its 
fi rst annual holiday toy drive. Be sure to keep up to date 
with SoundCheck’s future performances on its Facebook 
page or Twitter at twitter.com/USCSoundCheck. 
 Portrayed in trailers as a romantic 
tearjerker, “Love and Other Drugs” is 
a fl awed, modern look at relationships 
with a dose of melancholy and pity. 
V iewers  ex pec t ing a  wholesome, 
feel-good chick f lick should be wary, 
and film buffs expecting a technical 
masterpiece should prepare to be 
disappointed. This movie is a letdown 
from director Edward Zwick , who has 
been the mastermind behind highly 
esteemed fi lms “The Last Samurai” and 
“Blood Diamond.” 
Se t  i n  t he  m id-’ 9 0 s  a m id  t he 
ph a r m aceut ic a l  i ndu s t r y  b o om , 
the stor y fol lows Jake Gyl lenhaal 
 (“Brokeback Mounta in,” “Donnie 
Darko”) as Jamie Randall, a charming 
drug salesman try ing to make big 
money. Into the picture comes Maggie 
Murdock , played by Anne Hathaway 
(“The Princess Diaries,” “The Devil 
Wears Prada”), who takes Gyllenhaal’s 
unattached, loner character by storm 
with her unconventional charms and 
carnal interests.
The on-screen chemistry between 
Gyllenhaal and Hathaway gives the 
f i lm a prom ising beg in n ing,  but 
unfortunately it doesn’t last. The plot 
seems to screech to a halt quickly after 
the two start hooking up, leaving the 
viewer to sit through a long, boring 
middle section.
Predictably, what begins as a casual 
physical relationship based on copious 
amounts of sex develops into legitimate 
care and concern. Jamie, who has never 
loved anyone, falls for Maggie despite 
the odds. The problem is that Maggie 
is sick. She suffers from Parkinson’s 
disease, which progressively debilitates 
her throughout the movie and causes 
her to push Jamie away in an attempt 
to protect herself from heartbreak. Of 
course, Jamie vows to love her anyway, 
and the rest of the movie consists of 
both characters untangling their true 
feelings for one another despite their 
stunted emotional capabil it ies and 
commitment to being uncommitted.
Hat haway plays t he myster ious 
and alluring artist role well, but her 
character’s blunt disregard for Jamie’s 
affection makes her appear cold, aloof 
and, at t imes, just plain annoying. 
Gyllenhaal makes a charming drug 
salesman, which provides the movie 
some comic relief, especially when 
Jamie’s company starts producing the 
brand new sex-enhancing Viagra drug. 
The humor and excitement surrounding 
the introduction of the little blue pill 
gives some zing to the fl accid plot.
This emphasis on sex drives the 
movie and complements the sexcapades 
already occurring between Jamie and 
Maggie. Although the nudity is tasteful, 
the sheer amount of intimate scenes may 
leave more bashful viewers blushing. 
This would not be a good movie to 
see on a fi rst date, as the onslaught of 
private images may lead to awkwardly 
averted gazes. The sex scenes do allow 
for the occasional utilization of creative 
camera angles and fi lmic techniques, but 
as a whole it is nothing extraordinary.
Throughout the movie I knew what 
was going to happen, but not in the 
happily expectant sort of way found 
in most chick fl icks. I knew Jamie and 
Maggie were going to be together in 
the end, but I wasn’t looking forward to 
it too much. I just wanted them to end 
up happy so I could leave.
“Love and Other Drugs” is sad 
but not heartbreaking, sweet but not 
captivating. And overall, it’s not worth 
your time or money. I’d recommend 
rewatching “A Walk to Remember” 
instead.  
★ ★  out of ✩✩✩✩✩ 
Director: Edward Zwick
Starring: Jake Gyllenhaal, Anne 
Hathaway
Run Time: 113 minutes
Rating: R for strong sexual 
content, nudity, pervasive 
language, some drug material




Zwick fi lm disappoints, chemistry 
doesn’t last despite solid acting 
from Gyllenhaal, Hathaway
Comments on this story? 
E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
‘Love and Other Drugs’ romantic, not captivating
Courtesy of The Associated Press
Gyllenhaal and Hathaway team up once again after 2005’s award-winning “Brokeback 
Mountain,” this time playing a sex-driven dysfunctional couple with a fear of commitment.
A cappella groups mix classic hits,
Christmas tunes to capture audience while 
supporting cause with service sorority







Chloe Gould / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Across
1 Payroll tax with Soc. 
Sec. and Medicare 
components
5 Tibet’s capital
10 Joe in a cup






17 “Give” or “take,” 
e.g.




23 The Beatles’ “__ 
Just Seen a Face”
24 Trap
26 Subjects of wills
28 Bench squad
31 Only defenseman 
to lead the NHL in 
scoring
32 Ballpark entrance
33 Watson of Harry 
Potter fi lms
37 Middle Corleone 
brother
39 Band booster
41 Carrier renamed in 
1997
42 “... __ forgive those 
who trespass ...”





54 Prepare to drive
55 K+ or Na+
56 McDonald’s symbol
58 Father to many?
61 Start acting 
independently
64 Intl. defense gp.
65 Ornery type
66 Seasonal sleigh 
driver
67 Micro or macro subj.
68 Egyptian vipers
69 Disapproved vocally




3 Wine cellar tool
4 White whale, e.g.
























28 Family room piece
29 Goofs
30 Conductor’s beat
34 Came to terms 
(with)
35 Flaky mineral
36 Like the Mojave
38 1920s-’40s art style
40 Usual fourth down 
play




47 Colorful fi sh
48 Most insignifi cant
49 Tourist draws
50 Unrepairable
51 Modern witch’s 
religion
52 Doctor’s time in the 
offi ce
53 Like much pub ale
57 Traffi c complaint
59 Pack away
60 Cereal spokestiger
62 “Very funny” TV 
station
63 U.S. 1, for one
12/1/10Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
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WHAT: Alternative Breaks 
information table
WHEN: 11 a.m.
WHERE: Russell House 
Lobby
























WHERE: RH 315 
VERSUS THE ROBOT, I CALL FIVES, A 
BRIGHTER LIFE, CLEVER WORDS
6:30 P.M.,DOORS $7
NEW BROOKLAND TAVERN, 
122 STATE ST.. 
Derrick Roberts / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Third-year fi nance student Marcus Rush plays condom pong at Tuesday night’s 
Condom Casino held by Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and B.O.N.D. 
PICTURE OF THE DAY
TODAY
USC DANCE PRESENTS “WE 
KNOW WE CAN DANCE”
6 p.m., $10 students / $14 
faculty, staff, military / 
$16 general
Drayton Hall Theater 
“YOU WILL MEET A TALL DARK 
STRANGER”
3, 5:30 and 8 p.m., $6 
matinee / $6.50 evening
Nickelodeon Theatre, 
937 Main St. 
TOMORROW
BONNIE PRINCE BILLY AND THE 
CAIRO GANG
7 p.m. doors ,  $15 in 
advance / $18 day of show
T h e  W h i t e  M u l e , 
1530 Main St. 
ANDY HULL & KEVIN DEVINE 
P L AY ING  T H E  M U SIC  O F 
MANCHESTER ORCHESTRA & 
BAD BOOKS W/ GOBOTRON
7 p.m. doors ,  $11 in 
advance / $13 day of show
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. ARIES Your dreams 
are stirring up your desire 
for change. Put together a 
well-thought-out plan for 
what you envision. Small 
steps make big progress. 
TAURUS  Soc ia l 
a c t i v i t i e s  c e m e n t 
relationships as you meet 
u nu s u a l  i nd i v id u a l s . 
Don’t try to imitate their 
glamorous style. Instead, 
invent your own. 
GEMINI Use all 
the facts at your disposal 
a s  y ou  c re at e  a  p l a n 
for  cha nge.  Ma i nt a i n 
work f low at  t he same 
time. Decide how much 
t ime to spend on each 
task. 
C A NCER  Great 
ideas f low between you 
and key associates. You 
agree that a persuasive 
message is needed, and 
you have a variety of ways 
to make that happen. 
L E O  F i n a n c i a l 
q u e s t i o n s  c a u s e  y o u 
t o  q u e s t i o n  a  b a s i c 
premise. Can you afford 
t he renovat ions you’d 
p l a n n e d ?  I t ’ s  m o r e 
attainable if you break it 
into manageable stages. 
V I R G O 
Concentrate your energy 
on prac t ica l ,  c reat ive 
ways to solve a household 
issue. Family members 
may disagree at first but 
respond to the logic. 
L I B R A  Y o u r 
practical thinking makes 
l ife run smoothly now. 
C h a l l e n g e s  a t  w o r k 
become oppor t un it ies 
w h e n  v i e w e d  a n e w. 
Personal responsibilities 
benefi t from logic. 
SCORPIO  Take 
time for personal attire 
and appearance today. 
Visit your neighborhood 
salon and try something 
new and different. Take a 
calculated risk. 
SAGITTARIUS 
From t he per spec t ive 
of  a not her,  you see  a 
way to ret h ink h is  or 
h e r  p r o b l e m .  Yo u ’ l l 
n e e d  t o  s l o w  d o w n 
t o  a c c o m mo d at e  t he 
situation. Create a game 
plan early. 
C A PR ICOR N 
A  new per son on t he 
scene asks key questions. 
To answer them, think 
about it well. Take time to 
consider creative options. 
Then, present choices to 
the team. 
A Q U A R I U S 
You’re on familiar ground 
w it h  g roup ac t iv it ie s 
now. Consider the needs 
of indiv iduals and co-
workers as you challenge 
old concepts. You’ll know 
just what to say. 
PISCES  Changes 
depend on advice received 
from an older person with 
a sterling creative track 
record. Use what you need 
now and store the rest for 
future reference. 
After consecutive losses in the state 
of California, there is nothing coach 
Dawn Staley would like to see more 
than her team getting back on track 
with a win in the Colonial Life Arena 
against Charleston Southern.
After the Lady Gamecocks suffered 
a 70-32 loss to Stanford , they were 
unable to turn around and clinch a win 
against UC Davis just two days later, 
suffering a 52-61 loss at the hands of 
the Aggies.
Now, as the Gamecocks return home 
to face the Lady Bucs, they take on a 
team that fi nished one win short of the 
school record last season.
Charleston Southern returns four 
starters and was picked to fi nish fourth 
in the Big South Conference — its 
highest preseason ranking since 1996 .
Senior Katie Tull was named to the 
preseason A ll-Conference Second 
Team, as she set a school record with 
100 3-pointers while leading the team 
in scoring last season.
To earn it s  f i r st  w in s ince t he 
California trip, USC will need to see 
continued production out of Ieasia 
Walker , who is hav ing a breakout 
season after reaching career highs 
in both assists and points in games 
earlier this season against Illinois and 
Clemson , respectively.
The Gamecocks have a lso seen 
improved play out of Jewel May , who 
has been a defensive presence by 
pulling in a team-high eight rebounds 
against UC Davis as well as a career-
best four assists .
“I’m just really proud of how she 
played,” Staley said after the Clemson 
game. “I think Jewel doesn’t get a 
whole lot of touches in our offense. She 
does all the grunt work, and I think 
she wants to be in the scoring column, 
but she’s making a conscious effort 
to take controlled and poised shots. 
When she’s doing that, she’s doing 
great things for us.”
Markeshia Grant has also stepped 
up for USC at the point guard position 
coming off the bench. She had f ive 
rebou nds  i n  28  m i nute s  for  t he 
Gamecocks in the loss to UC Davis on 
Sunday .
“Markeshia just gives us a different 
look at the point position where she 
pushes the ball up the f loor,” Staley 
said. “We need that kind of effort.”
But the Carolina isn’t the only team 
looking to bounce back from a loss, 
as the Lady Bucs currently sit at 3-4 
following a 60-49 loss to American on 
Sunday. 
The two will face off in a morning 
matchup at 11 a.m. 
If two college football teams meet twice in the same 
season, they’ve usually both accomplished something rather 
substantial. 
Auburn and South Carolina are no exception.
The two teams met on Sept. 25 in a matchup of 3-0 
ranked squads with SEC championship aspirations . On 
Saturday, they’ll see each other again, this time in the 
Georgia Dome with a mere 60 minutes standing between 
them and the chance to realize those dreams. 
Coach Steve Spurrier doesn’t think the familiarity 
between the two teams will fi gure much into who wins the 
SEC Championship Game, however. 
“I don’t think it’s a big deal,” Spurrier said. “I know 
they’ve done studies on the game, and I’ve been involved 
with losing twice and winning twice, and I’ve also been 
involved with losing and winning. Obviously, if you win the 
second one, that’s the most important one.” 
Four times in his career, all while he was at Florida, 
Spurrier has faced the same team twice in one season, going 
2-2 in the rematch game. Two of those rematches came in 
the SEC title game — UF lost twice to Alabama in 1999 
and then defeated Auburn twice in 2000 . 
The other two occurrences came in the Sugar Bowl 
against archrival Florida State. The Gators tied Florida 
State to fi nish the 1994 regular season and then fell to the 
Seminoles in the Sugar Bowl, and in 1996 Florida beat 
FSU in the Sugar Bowl , clinching the school’s fi rst national 
championship, after losing to the ’Noles to end the regular 
season. 
The rematch also means that USC gets another crack at 
Cameron Newton , the dynamic Auburn quarterback who 
is the odds-on favorite to win the Heisman Trophy. When 
asked if having already seen Newton’s skills fi rsthand would 
give the Gamecocks an advantage, Spurrier was again 
doubtful. 
“I don’t know that it’s an advantage or not,” he said. 
“We have to tackle him and maintain our position. He’s an 
excellent cutter with the ball. He can juke a guy. You won’t 
get a hard shot at him at all. He knows how to get down 





Carolina gets second shot
Gamecocks continue preparations 
for rematch with Auburn Tigers
The USC basketball team is back in 
action tonight against non-conference 
foe Delaware State, and the Gamecocks 
are looking to build upon their current 
three-game winning streak.
USC comes into the game averaging 
almost 80 points a contest , good for 
second place in the SEC and behind 
on ly M iss is s ippi  State ,  wh ich is 
averaging 81.3 points per game.
Much of the Gamecocks’ early 
offensive onslaught has been due to the 
reemergence of forward Sam Muldrow . 
A f ter a lack luster beginning to 
the season, Muldrow has come back 
stronger lately, particularly in the last 
game, as the senior nearly grabbed a 
double-double in an 87-85 overtime win 
over Western Kentucky .
“He had terrific practices,” coach 
Darrin Horn said. “He got back to 
focusing on rebounding and being a 
presence for us, which made him more 
aggressive offensively.”
Tonight’s game marks the first of 
three straight home games at the 
Colonial Life Arena . Delaware State (2-
2) comes to Columbia after a loss to La 
Salle . The Hornets have struggled early 
on the road this year, going 0-2, and are 
led by leading scorers Casey Walker and 
Desi Washington . 
Washington and Walker come into 
tonight’s match both averaging 13.8 
points per game .
The Gamecocks will be looking to 
defend against the 3-point shot of the 
Hornets and anticipate a 33-percent 
shoot ing success rate f rom their 
opponents for the season . 
Washington is knocking in 55 percent 
of his triples . The Hornets are sinking 
44 percent of their shots from the 
3-point line this season. 
“I think Delaware State, because of 
how they play and because of where the 
game sits, is another challenge for our 
team,” Horn said. “It’s one we’re going 
have to rise to and perform well in.”
USC is 16-0 all-time at home against 
members of the MEAC. 
CSU comes calling





Women’s basketball hosts 
Bucs for matinee affair
Comments on this story? 
E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
Gamecocks will battle Hornets
to earn fourth straight win
Chelsea Director / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
South Carolina wide receiver Alshon Jeffery makes a third-quarter catch earlier this season against the Auburn Tigers.
Comments on this story? 
E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
Comments on this story? 
E-mail gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
South Carolina freshman point guard Bruce Ellington plays against Kentucky Wesleyan.
classifieds
Place  a  C lass i f i ed  ad :  p  803-777-3888   • f  803-777-6482   • www.da i lygamecock .com
E-ma i l :  sho lmes@mai lbox .sc .edu   • Of f ice  hours :  M-F 8 :30  am -  5  pm  • Russe l l  House ,  Rm.  343
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Major credit cards acceptedLine classified ad rates
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Noon, 1 business day prior
to publication
First insertion: $2.50 per line






PIT COOKEd BBQ • GOURMET HAMBURGERS • RIBS & CHICKENI • • I I
PARTY PACKAGES & CATERING
HICKORY PIT-COOKEd BBQ
Announcements
JEWISH LIFE ON CAMPUS 
invites you to their First Annual 
Hanukkah Drop-In!! Dreidels, gelt,
menorahs and more! Dec 1st 7-9pm! 
1730 College St. Across from 
Capstone beside the BA Building
Apartments
1 to 5BR APTS. 1 BLK FROM USC
803-318-0800 rajaluri@aeliusa.com
Roommates
Rmmte needed ASAP 1/2 blk from
USC $360/mo+uil. 2BR townhouse.
Call Gregg 767-3115.
Housing-Rent
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
600 Kentucky St - 2BR 1BA house in
Olympia. w/d. $750+dep 319-8343.
3BR 1BA Dwntwn - $850+deposit
Hdwd flrs fenced bkyd Avail NOW!
Great location pets welcome 730-1816
Apt & Houses for Rent.Walk to USC




BARTENDING $250/day  No exp
nec available 800-965-6520 x253
Help Wanted
Child Care
Seeking a babysitter for 2 chldren 4 &
7 weekdays from 2-4:30pm. Within





Located 5 minutes from campus. 
PT available. Contact 
Personally Fit @ 799-9455 for info.
Help Wanted
Instructors
Kelly’s Gym is looking for teachers for
gymnastics & sports for children
immediately.  $8.50/hr Call 359-0433
Services




BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen 
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